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VI.    India, nearer and further,  Afghanistan, Persia,  and the Indian Archipelago, or generally " Southern Asia."
VII.    Turkey, Arabia, and Egypt, or *' Western Asia." VIIL 'Archaeology of Asia.
IX.   Eeligious and Philosophic systems of Asia.
A constitution for the conduct of affairs was also drawn up, and all delegates of the Russian and foreign Governments, and universities, and learned bodies were called in to form a Council to assist the Committee in the very delicate operation of adjusting the personelle of the sections ; for be it remembered that scholars are as sensitive and thin skinned as ballet dancers, and in this matter consideration had to be paid to nationalities, branches of the subject, age of the parties, and scholastic repute. Certain posts were rigorously reserved to Russians, the majority of the secretariat^ and one seat in the chairs of control of every section, but it is amusing to find that so great is the antipathy betwixt Turk and Russ, that when the Presidential chair of the Western Asia section was conferred on that distinguished scholar and amiable gentleman, Ahmed Vafyk Effendi, no Russian could be found who would act as Vice-President with him. The number of Russian delegates present, added to the Committee and the secretariat, gave the President so great a majority in this -Council, .that practically he did what he liked, and perhaps it was best that it should be so.
To assist the discussions, a list of no less than forty-one questions had been published and placed in the hands of members, covering the whole ground which it was proposed to traverse. It was not necessary that every one of these should be taken up, but. it was guarded, that no other question could be mooted without the "special permission of the Committee. In the same way all papers proposed to be read were submitted for previous scrutiny, and it was authoritatively declared that no topic relating to the Christian religion, politics, general administration, commerce, or contemporary manufacture, would be permitted to be alluded to. In a tree country the President of such an assembly would, by the common law of public meeting, be enabled to keep the discussions within the given programme. In a country ruled by despotic institutions, even scientific meetings have to be warned off forbidden topics. It is a singular illustration of the anomaly of continental systems that in Russia the press was apparently admitted, while in Italy it was rigidly excluded. In Russia ladies were freely admitted to be members, and to be ^resent at the discussions, and even to be delegates, in the case of Madame Fedhscheoko, who represented the Central Provinces of the Empire aud addressed the Congress, In Italy they were